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Friends & neighbors,
As a legislator, one of the most important aspects of my job is to be a resource for you

on important issues facing our community.The region has been hit hard by our energy shortage.  The energy crisis has been particularly devastat-
ing for senior citizens and low-income persons.  Unfortunately, there is no quick fix to this crisis.I was very pleased, however, to join my colleagues in the Legislature to pass House Bill 2247.  It passed
the Legislature with bipartisan support during the final few days of the regular session, includes a respon-
sible combination of sensible conservation measures and new power generation, such as:• Providing industrial tax credits for large industrial power users that build their own power plants to

free up power for residential costumers;• Requiring utilities to provide a voluntary option to customers to buy from alternative energy sources
• Encouraging the building of new power generation facilities by expediting the EFSEC permitting

process;
• Providing $2.5 million in low-income energy assistance.Although this bill is an excellent start, it is by no means the end of the crisis.  We still must all do our

part to conserve energy.  I hope you will use the accompanying information to help you conserve energy
and save on your next utility bill.

If you have any questions about the issues being addressed in Olympia, please give me a call.
Sincerely,

Protecting reliable and affordable electricity!
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Energy Resources on the Web

Energy Efficiency and

Renewable Energy Network

U.S. Department of Energy
www.eren.doe.gov/consumerinfo

Comprehensive information on saving energy both
in your home and at work.

Home Energy
www.homeenergy.org

Information on energy conservation at work.

Energy Quest
www.energy.ca.gov/education

This Web site for children is a great place for grade
school students to visit when doing research
for school projects or just to understand energy
issues better.

The Building and Home

Improvement Products Network
www.build.com

The Build.com site contains energy conservation
information for homeowners, contractors, service
professionals, and anyone involved in construction
and home improvement.

Rep. Benson addressed the full House,
emphasizing the need for new power
sources in addition to energy conservation.
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Energy Resources

Energy

Assistance

Available

For families and individuals who are struggling
to pay their electricity bills this winter, there is
help available.

I was proud to support legislation to provide
low-income energy assistance.  House Bill 2222
provides funding to be administered through
the Energy Assistance Program which help low-
income persons pay a portion of their home
heating bills.

If you have questions on how to obtain help,
please contact me. Information can also be
obtained from local utilities.


